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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgements 

This is a Final Office action acl<nowledging response to Non-final Office action, dated 
7/17/2008. 

1. Amendments to claims 1 - 8, and 10-13, and the addition of claims 14 - 16, are 
acknowledged and have been examined as presented. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/17/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. Applicant's argument regarding the 35 U.S.C. §101 rejection of claims 8 
and 9, stating that "the claimed invention recites a process of providing 
appropriate service by a computer to a user of a repeated use of a product", fails 
to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) because the language of the claims persists in 
reciting not a process, but "a program for causing a computer to execute a 
method...". This recitation is re-enforced by the language of dependent claim 9, 
as it is directed to "the service providing program according to claim 8". As 
stated in the first Office action, a program is merely software, and it has been 
held that software is non-statutory (MPEP 2106.01). 
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b. Applicant's argument regarding the 35 U.S.C. §101 rejection of claims 8 
and 9, stating that "the claimed invention provides tangible benefits for providing 
appropriate service by a computer to a user of a repeated use of a product", fails 
to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(b) because the support for the "essential 
characteristics of the subject matter" is missing in the language of the claims, as 
originally presented and amended. In response to applicant's remarks that the 
specification supports tangible results of applicant's invention, please take notice 
that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "...the reader/writer device 220 
records the number of the repeated uses on the non-contact IC chip 312 
attached to the chip-equipped vessel 310, judges a service according to the 
content, and provides the corresponding service to the consumer 300 (or notifies 
the method to receive the service)". (Specification, page 12, lines 17- 23),* are 
not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. 
See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
Further, the recitation of "provides the corresponding service" does not 
necessarily support the requirements of patent subject matter eligibility. 

3. Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) 

Applicant's arguments regarding rejection of claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
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Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(c) because they do not 
clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view 
of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, 
they do not show how the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

Applicant asserts that Nagata fails to disclose "writing Information as to the reuse 
in the writable storage medium that the process corresponding to the executed service 
content has been performed by the step of executing". However, Nagata discloses this 
feature in the citation of previous work in the 'Background of the Invention' (HOOIO). 
This reference also discloses the "non-contact IC chip" (having a limited storage 
capacity) of the Applicant's invention. Nagata embodies an IC chip with limited 
capacity in his disclosure as well (]|0464). In so far as Nagata failing to teach the newly 
added limitation of claim 14, being a location other than the writable storage medium, 
please draw your attention to Figs. 21 (a-c) and 1|0522 - 1|0567. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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5. Claim 8 recites "a program for causing a computer to execute..." However, this is 
merely software, and it has been held that software without a required computer- 
readable medium storing the software that, when executed, causes the computer to 
perform a particular process or method (MPEP 2106.01) is merely nonfunctional 
descriptive material and non-statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

6. Claim 9, although providing a "computer readable recording medium" for the 
program of claim 8, does not necessitate that the program be actually executed by a 
computer and therefore is non-statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nagata 
(US 2002/0077979), here-in-after "Nagata". 
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9. Regarding claims 1,7-9, Nagata teaches providing appropriate services by a 
computer to a user of a repeated use of a product such as a commodity vessel or a 
commodity, comprising: 

• receiving storage information of a writable storage medium that the computer 
receives from a reader/writer section which has performed reading from a 
writable storage medium which is attached to the product presented by the 
product user (Fig. 1, block 10, elms. 5, 60/61; and 110411); 

• recognizing the use history of the product from the storage information acquired 
(Fig. 35. elm. 92); 

• judging the service content by checking the use history recognized in a table 
where service content is defined according to the number of repeated uses of the 
product (Fig. 76(a), 'recycle round') ; 

• executing a processing according to the service content judged and outputting 
the processing result to an output apparatus (Fig 76(a) and 1|0264; and Fig. 89, 
elm. 125 and1[1055); and 

• writing information as to reuse in the writable storage medium that the process 
corresponding to the executed service content has been performed by the step of 
executing (HOOIO and 1|0464). 

10. Regarding claim 2, Nagata teaches providing services in recycling products 
further-comprises instructing the reader/writer section to write a use history in the 
writable storage medium according to a commodity or a service when the presentation 
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of the product by the product user is upon a commodity or service purchase 
accompanied by the repeated use of the product (Fig. 34, steps 30/37/38; and Fig. 78)). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 3 and 16, Nagata teaches providing services in recycling 
products wherein attaching the writable storage medium to the product presented upon 
purchase of the commodity or service when the product has no writable storage 
medium attached thereto; and instructing the reader/writer section to write the use 
history to the attached writable storage medium according to the commodity or service 
purchase content wherein the reader/writer section executing the read operation 
determines whether or not the product has the writable storage medium attached 
thereto(1|0297 and Fig. 33, 1|0578). 

12. Regarding claim 4, Nagata teaches attaching the writable storage medium to the 
product presented upon purchase of the commodity or service when the product has no 
writable storage medium attached thereto; and instructing the reader/writer section to 
write the use history to the attached writable storage medium according to the 
commodity or service purchase content (1|0573). 

1 3. Regarding claim 5, Nagata teaches providing the product having writable storage 
medium attached thereto when no product is presented by the product user upon 
purchase of the commodity or service; and instructing the reader/writer section to write 
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the use history into the writable storage medium attached to the provided product 
according to the commodity or service purchase content (Figs. 9(a), 10(a) and 110314). 

14. Regarding claim 6, Nagata teaches providing the product having the writable 
storage medium attached thereto when no product Is presented by the product user 
upon purchase of the commodity or service; and instructing the reader/writer section to 
write the use history into the writable storage medium attached to the provided product 
according to the commodity or service purchase content (Figs. 9(a), 10(a) and 
110314/110315). 

1 5. Regarding claim 1 0, Naga teaches a device for providing services to a user who 
is repeatedly using a vessel for containing a commodity to purchase the commodity, 
said device (Fig. 4), comprising: a computer section; a reader/writer section connected 
to the computer section and capable of reading/writing information stored in a 
readable/writable storage medium; and a memory section connected to the computer 
section and capable of storing services to the user having different contents according 
to a number of repeated uses of the vessel; wherein when the reader/writer section 
detects the readable/writable storage medium which is attached to the vessel, the 
computer section calculates a latest number of repeated uses of the vessel from the 
information in the readable/writable storage medium attached to the vessel; and 

the computer section decides a service to be provided to the user corresponding to the 
latest number of repeated uses by referencing the memory section and enables 
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execution of the decided service (Figs. 55 and 62; and 1|0998); and wherein the 
computer section writes information as to reuse in the readable/writable storage 
medium when the decided service has been executed (Fig. 34 and 1|0401). 

16. Regarding claim 1 1 , Nagata teaches the computer section that reads a number 
of repeated uses of the vessel in the past from the information in the readable/writable 
storage medium attached to the vessel and overwrites the latest number of repeated 
uses on the number of repeated uses of the past in the readable/writable storage 
medium (Fig 67(a) and 1|0996). 

17. Regarding claim 12, Naga teaches wherein the readable/writable storage 
medium is embedded in a_thickness of the vessel (Fig. 17(b) and 1|0452). 

18. Regarding claim 13, Nagata teaches wherein the computer section executes 
processing to attach the readable/writable storage medium to the vessel when the 
reader/writer section does not detect that the readable/writable storage medium is 
attached to the vessel (Fig. 33, step 23). 

19. Regarding claims14 and 15, Nagata teaches wherein a table to be used in 
judging the service content is stored at a location other than the writable storage 
medium ((Fig 15, elm. 161, and Fig. 76(a), 'recycle round'). 
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Conclusion 

20. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tine extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANA AMSDELL whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
5210. The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/F. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



